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Preface
In September 1998, in the beautiful Italian city of Udine, the International Center
for Mechanical Studies (CISM) hosted a School on On-line Algorithms. The school
bene+ted from the contribution of some of the main scholars in the area of On-
line Algorithms: Yossi Azar, Avrim Blum, Allan Borodin, Amos Fiat, Ran El-Yaniv,
Anna Karlin and Gerhard Woeginger. All of them gave enlightening lectures, that were
highly appreciated by about 60 participants.
The school was followed by a workshop where some of the participants presented
their recent work, together with the two invited talks by Susanne Albers and Yair Bartal.
This special issue collects some of the papers presented in the workshop together with
some papers authored by the participants in the school.
We are very grateful to the lecturers, the participants and the authors for their con-
tribution to both the scienti+c programme and the warm and friendly environment that
made the week in Udine a very enjoyable time for all of us.
This event would not have been possible without the beautiful facilities and the
perfect organizational support provided by CISM, in particular through the precious
help provided by Paolo Sera+ni and Diana Zannier.
Finally, we want to thank all the referees for their careful and timely work, and we
acknowledge the generous +nancial support by the European Union, the EU Alcom-IT
project, Unesco and the Italian National Research Council (CNR).
(Roma, October 30, 2000)
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